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MANIFESTO 
Declaration, 

Set forth by the Undertakers of the 


New Church 


Now Erected in Boſton in New-England, November 17th. 1699. 
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NASMUCH as GO D hath put its our bearts to undertake the 
Building a New Meeting Houle in this Town for His Publick Worſhip ; 
And whereas through the gracious Smiles|afDivine Providence on his 
Our Undertaking, We now ſee | umn Finiſhed : 
Wwe think it Convenient, for Prevent all ehenfions and 

| Jealoufies, to publiſh our Aims and Deſigns nee, Zoge with thoſe 

Principles and Rules we intend by G O BS Grate to aut wnto. 


We do therefore as in the Preſence of & O'BFour Judge, and with 
all the SnOaricy and Seriouſneſs, which the nature of our preſent Engage- 
"ment Commands from us, Profeſs and Declare both to one another, and 
to-all the: World, as follows. 
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Firſt of al', We approve and ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith put forth by the 
Aſſembly ot - Divines at Weſtminſter. 
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We deſign only the true and pure Weep of GOD, according to the Rules 
appearing plainly to vs\in His Word ; Conformably © the known practice of 
gany of che Churches of the UNITED BRETHREN in London, and through- 
"our all England... -- © | 
”* We DF it therefore moſt ſuicable and convenient, that in our Publick Wors 
ſhip ſome part of the Holy Scripture be read by the Miniſter at his diſcretion, 

In all ocher parts of Divine Worſhip as ( Prayer, Singing, Preaching,Blefling the 
People, and Adminilſtring the S:craments ; ) We conform to the ordinary practice 
_of che -Churches of Chriſt in this Country, 
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Te is our ſincere deſireand-intention to hold Communion with the Churches 


here, as true Churches ; and we openly proteſt againſt all Suſpicion and Jealouſic 
to the contrary, as molt Injurious to us. 


CW. ] 


And although in ſome Circumſtances we may vary from many of them ; yet we 
joyntly proteſs co maintain ſuch Order and Rules of Diſcipline as may preſerve, as 
Communion. 


tar as in us lies, Evangelical Purity and Holineſs in our 
CY. ] 


In purſuance whereof we further Declare, that we allow of Baptiſm to thoſe 
only who profeſs their Faith in Chriſt and Obedience to him, and co the Children 
of ſuch ; yet we dare not refuſe it to any Child offered to us by ay profeſſed 
Chiiltian, upon his engagement to ſee ic Educated, if God give life and ability, in 
the Chriſtian Religion. 

But this being a Miniſterial A&, We think it the Paſtors Province to receive 
ſuch Profe flions and Engagements ; in whoſe prudence and conſcience we ac- 


uieſce, 
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As to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, we believe that as the Ordinance is 
Holy, ſo the Partakers in it ( that ic may not be viſibly profaned ) muſt be per- 
ſons of viſible SanRtity, © +... _ 


We judee i pedicnc, that whoever would be admitted to 
take wich us , be accountable to the Paſtor to whom it 
longs to ing ige and Spiritual State, and to require the Re- 
newal of thejx, b 
-——— = [ PL } 
But we aſſatte not to our ſelves to impoſe _ any a Publick Relation of their 


Experiences ; however it ary one think himſelf bound in Conſcience co make 
ſuch a Relation, lec him do it. 


For we conceive it ſufficient, if the Paſtor publickly declare himſelf ſatisfied in 
the perſon cffe:ied ro our Communion, and ſeaſonably Propound him. 
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We allo think our ſelves obliged in faithfulneſs to God, our own Souls, and theirs 
who 1ezk our Communion, to inquire into the lite and converſation of thoſe who 
are ſo propounded ;3 and if we have juſt matter of objeRion to prefer it againſt 


them. 
| (X] 
*\, But if no objection be made, before the time of their ſtanding propounded i 


expired, it ſhall be eſteemed a ſufficient Conſent and Concurrence of the Brethrea, 
and the perfon proppunded ſhall be received to our Communion, 
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If ever any of our Communion ſhould be fo unhappy as to fall into any 
ſcandalous Sin ( which God by his Grace prevent ) we profeſs all dutiful ſub- 
miſſion co thoſe Cenſures, which the Scripture direRs, and the Churches here 
practice, 
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Foraſmuch as the ſame power that Admits, ſhould alſo Exclude, We judge it 
reaſonable, that the Paſtor in Suſpending or Excommunicating an Offender, 
have the conknt and concurrence of the Brethren, 


(_ XUL )} 
We apprehend chart a particular Church, as ſuch, is a Soctety of Chriſtians by 
mucual agreement, uſually meeting together for Publick Worſhip in the ſame place, 
and under the ſame Miniſtry, attending on the Ordinances of God there. 
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| In every ſuch Society, the Law of nature diRates to us, that there is implied a 
mutual promiſe and engagement ot being faithful ro the Relations they bear to 
each other, whicher as private Chriſtians, or as Paſtor and Flock, ſo long as the 
Providence of God continues them in thoſe Relations, 
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We moreover Declare our felves for Communion of Churches, freely allow: 
ing our Members occaſionally to Communicate with other Churches of Chriſt, 
and receiving theirs occaſionally to the Table of the Lord with us. And in 
extraordinary caſes, when the Providence of Gad makes it needful, we 
conceive that any Authorized Miniſter of Chriſt,” may upon. our requeſt, 
Adminiſter the Sacraments unto us; "OY 
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Finally, We cannot confine the right "ogy 
Communicants alone, but we think that ey8 

| Contributes to the Maintenance, ſhould have a VG 
| Yer it ſeems but juſt, that perſons of the Ircats! 
Authority or other Endowments, ſhould be leading 


-ciety in that Aﬀeair. 


through the Grace of G OD, to govern our ſelves by ; in 

me of theie particulars only, and in no other, do we ſee cauſe to 

depart from what is ordinarily Profeſſed and PraQtiſed by the Churches 
of CHRIST here in New-Eng/and. 


| HHESE are the Principles we Profeſs, and the Rules we purpoſe 
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